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Candle Lighting Times  
 
       May 19, 2017ééé.7:52pm 
       May 26, 2017ééé.7:57PM 
       June 2, 2017ééé..8:03PM 
 

     Friday Evening Services  
 
      May 19, 2017éééé.7:00pm 
      May 26, 2017éééé.7:00pm 
      June 2, 2017éééé..NO SERVICES 
      SCHEDULED 
   
  

         Shabbat Morning Services  - 9:00am 
 
 May 20, 2017 
 Torah portion of the weeké..Behar- 
 Bechukosai 
 Leviticus 25:1-27:34 
 Haftorah portion of the weeké..Jeremiah 
 16:19-17:14 
 
 May 27, 2017 
 Torah portion of the weeké..Bamidbar 
 Numbers 1:1-4:20 
 Haftorah portion of the weeké..Hosea 
  
 June 3, 2017 
 Torah portion of the weeké..Naso 
 Numbers 4:20-7:89 
 Haftorah portion of the weeké..Judges  
 13:2-25 
  
  

From the Rabbiôs Study 
 
Is Conservative Judaism in a rut?  Have Conservative 

Jews and Conservative Jewish practice become passé 
in todayôs world?  I really donôt think so.  While it may 

be true that may Conservative congregations have be-

come stagnant in their prayer and observance systems 
and certain others have closed their doors or have 

merged with their Reform neighbors, there are a siz-
able number of Conservative congregations around the 

world who sounded the alarm bell, gathered their 

members and made a very conscious decision to recre-
ate, renew, or even reinvent themselves and are now 

vibrant and exciting congregations. 
 

By its nature, Conservative Judaism is fairly lethargic.  
Many of us know the old saw about the ólazyôs, the 

crazyôs, and the hazyôsô with the Conservativeôs as the 

hazyôs.  Conservative congregations and their rabbiôs 
historically have been slow to react to changes in reli-

gious observance systems preferring instead to see 
how it plays in Dallas or Spokane before considering 

any change for their own congregation.  I tend to 

avoid going out on a religious limb so I too am a bit 
slow in adjusting to change but folks, for the sake of 

continuing strength and involvement, I think that some 
change is important if the Joliet Jewish Congregation is 

to maintain its leadership role in the SW Chicago sub-
urbs. 

 

Positive change can come fro several areas.  These 
areas are not exclusive but tend to flow from one 

heading into the next.  Example: if we were to change 
the start time of our Friday night service to either 6 

p.m. or 8 p.m. would we see a positive increase in 

Shabbat Service attendance?  If our members were to 
take a more active role in leading or helping to lead 

our religious services, would this awaken a new inter-
est in congregational religious study? 

 
Our wonderful congregation has a hot of very bright 

Jewish adults who, with the proper motivation, can 

step forward and take a leadership role in the pro-
gramming of our synagogue.  I can easily name a 

dozen members who have terrific skills but prefer to 
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remain on the sidelines.  All it would take is a bit of en-

couragement and a little help to see them step forward 
into a leadership role in Shabbat Services, social pro-

gramming, or educational programming.  These folks 
probably wonôt do it themselvesðthey need a little bit 

of coaxing and some teaching and before we know it, 

they will be comfortable stepping up on a regular basis.  
We have experienced teachers in our membership.  We 

have members who are more literate in Hebrew than 
they will admit.  We have members who can organize 

and plan and execute some terrific programs.  We have 
the basics.  All we need are one or two to come forward 

and say ñIôll try it.ò  Once we see that our friends can 

do it, others will surely follow.  Membership involvement 
makes a congregation exciting and vibrant. 

 
Rabbi Rubovits 

 

NOTES 
 We need your eyes and ears.  If you know a 

congregant is ill, in the hospital, or nursing home, 
please let the office know.  

 

  
 

 
 

 
Join us on Thursdays at Noon for 90 minutes of lunch & 

Torah study. Rabbi will review and discuss the upcom-
ing Torah portion of the week so come prepared to 

learn something new and exciting!  Costð$5 per week.   

 
 

 

     
 
    
The Hadassah Book Club will meet on Wednesday, June 

7th at 7:00 PM at the home of Ros Horwitz.  We will be 

discussing The Diplomatôs Wife by Pam jenoff.  This 
novel is historical fiction that takes place in Europe fol-

lowing World War II.  It is  available at the library and 
as en e-book.   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

POT LUCK DINNER 
 Please join us on Friday, May 19th for Pot Luck 

at 6:00 PM followed by services at 7:00 PM.  RSVP to 
the office.  

    

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
 

 

 

CONGREGATION PICNIC 
...will be held on Sunday, May 21st beginning at 
12:00 Noon at Inwood Park Picnic Grounds 
(Small Pavilion) - 3200 W. Jefferson St., Joliet. 
 
          This will follow after the last scheduled 
Hebrew & Religious School classes. 
 
¶ All food & drink will be provided (no alcoholic 

beverages are allowed in the park. 
¶ Bring bats, balls, Frisbees, etc. 
¶ Bring lawn chairs & blankets 
 
Please call the office (741-4600) or email us at 
jolietjewish@att.net to RSVP. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

MT. MORIAH CEMETERY 
            The flower circular is included in the newslet-

ter so you can honor your loved ones and/or friends 
with silk flower bouquets to brighten up their resting 

places. 

            No loved ones at Mt. Moriah?  Then how 
about adopting a resident who is without family.  

            Any questions please contact Beth at the of-
fice (815) 741-4600. 

 

     Shavuot services 

will be held on 
Wednesday, May 

31st at 9:00 AM  
with Yizkor service 

at approximately 

10:30 AM.  Please plan to attend services. 



Yahrzeits  
 

(Week of May 14-20) 

Dr. Bernard Kliska   19 Iyar   May 15 
Sam Rosefsky    19 Iyar   May 15 

Mark Turk    20 Iyar   May 16 

Howard Pollock   20 Iyar   May 16 
Bernie Pollock    20 Iyar   May 16 

Judy Krockey    21 Iyar   May 17 
Bea Scholar    23 Iyar   May 19 

(Week of May 21-27) 

Dr. Bernard Kliska   27 Iyar   May 23 
Mark Turk    28 Iyar   May 24 

Bettie Berest      1 Sivan May 26 
(Week of May 28-June 3) 

Mark Horwitz      3 Sivan May 28 
Judy Krockey      9 Sivan June 3 

 

 The Yahrzeit light is lot on the evening before 
the date noted above. 

 Yahrzeit lights will be lit on our Memorial Tab-
lets in memory of:  

 

            Week of May 14 -20:   David Singer, Harry 
Bressler, Stella d. Schreibman, Rose Mesirow, 

Shirley Berlinsky, Mrs. Bertha Lewis, Anna 
Schapiro, Abraham Dahab, Mrs. Anna Wiener  

             Week of May 21 -27:   Rolla Davis Balch, 

Paul Lipman, Herman Greenberg, Abe Schreib-
man, Ben Greenberg, Edwin S. Berest, Mrs. Max 

Goldberg, Etta Lipman  
              Week of May 28 -June 3:   Harry Silver-

brand, Amalia Blum, Jeanette Horwitz, Theresa 
Sohn, Samuel Seaman, Edward Barkin, Milton S. 

Lewis, Lena Doppelt, Edwin J. Buczek, Samuel 

Trackman  
              

Hattie & Harry Brown  
Happy Day Fund  

  
¶ None  

 

Hattie & Harry Brown  
Memorial Fund  

 
In Memory of Mrs. Phyllis Bogdan  
¶ Mr. & Mrs. Robert Freeman  

¶ Mr. & Mrs. Earl Starkman  

In Memory of Ms. Rachel Karlin  

¶ Mr. & Mrs. Robert Freeman  

 
SERVICES 

          During June, July and August we will tem-
porarily suspend Friday night services.  Saturday 
morning services will continue  as may pre-
arranged Friday potlucks.   

 

 
 

 
 

          Copies of the 2017 membership directory are 

available in the office.   
 

KIDDUSH 
          The Kiddush fund is running low and will readily 

accept donations.  To help just send a check to the 

Temple and mark it Kiddush fund.  Thank you.  
 

 
 
 
 

SCRIP 
          An order form will be included in the next news-
letter.  Any questions about the program call Beth at 

(815) 741-4600.  

 

ONGOING FUNDRAISERS 
 Joliet Jewish Congregation col-
lects inkjet/laser cartridges & cell 

phones to recycle.  Drop them off at the 

office. 
 We have  a  newspaper /

magazine recycling container at the 
Campbell Street entrance. 

   Thanks to all who help support 

these recycling efforts. 
 

 

   HELP THE JOLIET NOON LIONS 
 Please bring in pop top tabs, 

old keys, glasses and hearing aids and 
leave in the office.  

 Help the Lions help those in 
need. 

 
 



 

  


